Government Arts & Science College, located in the heart of Kozhikode District in Kerala State, possesses a botanical garden and a medicinal garden. There are about 250 species of plants present in these gardens, which support a wide variety of butterfly species. A preliminary survey for butterflies was carried out by making daily observations in the morning (from 0800 to 1000hr) and evening (from 1500 to 1700hr) from June 2004 to May 2005 to document the butterfly diversity in the college campus. Collections were also made using a sweep net and the collected specimens were dry preserved following Arora (1990) and deposited in the museum of Zoology Department. Great care was taken to collect only the minimum number of individual species for identification purposes. This was in view of preserving the species density and diversity. Butterflies were also photographed as and when possible. Identification of species was done using available literature (Antram, 2002; Evans, 1932; Gunathilagaraj et al., 1998; Haribal, 1992; Palot et al., 2003; Kunte, 2000) and with the help of experts. Species classification and scientific names are as per Gunathilagaraj et al. (1998) . Butterflies observed were categorized into five groups based on their occurrence during the period of study. Accordingly those species which could be observed 80-100% of days were categorized as very common (VC), 60-80% as common (C), 40-60% as occasional (O), 20-40% as rare (R) and below 20% as very rare (VR). Population density of individual species was noted by counting the number actually observed daily in the field along transects passing through the garden.
A total of 32 species of butterflies belonging to 27 genera and 12 subfamilies, distributed over five families were detected from the monitoring sites during the study period, as shown in Table  1 . The family Nymphalidae dominated with 20 species followed by Pieridae (4 species), Lycaenidae and Papilionidae (3 species each) and Hesperiidae (2 species). (Jaffer Palot et al., 2003; Mani, 1997) . It is interesting to note that the Government Arts & Science College Campus at Calicut, having an area of not more than four hectares had a butterfly fauna of 32 species indicate the rich diversity of butterflies in the area. Also, the occurrence of three protected species in the centre of the city where the effects of atmospheric pollution are high is also a commendable feature. VC -Very Common; C -Common; O -Occasional; R -Rare; VR -Very Rare * -indicates species coming under Schedule I Part IV and ** -Schedule II Part II of The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
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